NEWSLETTER 2
Thursday 21st October 2021
Dear Parents/Carers
We are delighted with how well the
children have settled into the new
academic year. They have worked hard
this half term and we are very proud of
their achievements.

the private sector.
If you are
interested and would like to have an
informal chat, Kate Warren would love to
hear from you. Please email the school
office with your details for her to
contact you.
Harvest Festival

Governors

I am pleased to inform you that Kate
Warren has again been elected as the
Chair of Governors of Cedars Primary
and Nursery for this academic year. This
will be Kate’s fourth year as Chair of
Governors where she will ensure that
Cedars’ Governing Body continues to
provide strong strategic leadership and
accountability.
At Cedars Primary and Nursery we have
a talented team of Governors: Kate
Warren; James Etherton; Pat Herring;
Julie Eldridge; Rachel Alger (Staff
Governor), Lisa Munday (Headteacher),
Claire McGarragh (Deputy Head). We
would like to take this opportunity to
thank them in advance for their time this
year.

As you are aware, we missed holding our
annual whole school Harvest Festival at
the Baptist Church again this year.
Instead, we had two mini Harvest
Festivals for Key Stage 1 (years 1 and 2)
and Key Stage Two (years 3-6). Due to
COVID-19, up until now we have been
unable to sing in school. During Harvest
the children sung ‘Cauliflowers Fluffy’
and it was wonderful to hear! We all had
great big smiles on our faces! 😊

Schools need governing boards that have
a balance and diversity of knowledge,
skills and experience to enable it to be
effective. Ofsted has repeatedly noted
that the most effective schools
demonstrate effective leadership and
management - including by the governing
board. At present we have governor
vacancies on the Cedars’ board and are
looking for people with experience in
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Thank you for your generosity in aid of
the Milton Keynes Food Bank. We
harvested lots of food which we know is
greatly needed for many families. Noah,
Henry, Thomas, Chloe-Leigh, Olivia,
Milly, Eloise and Isabella safely
delivered our harvest this week.

The children had a yellow-filled day to
raise awareness of what mental health
means and took part in a range of
activities designed to promote good
mental health and emotional well-being.
2021 hasn’t been the year we all imagined
it would be, it’s been tough and had a
detrimental effect on some children’s
and young people’s mental health, but
thanks to you, we raised £208 of vital
funds for Young Minds charity.
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising
/hy2021-112805
Thank you to Isabelle Armitt (Mental
Health and Wellbeing Leader) and Jo
Holman (HLTA) for organising the day.
National Poetry Day

World Mental Health Day

Thursday 7th October was National
Poetry Day and everyone here at Cedars
had an amazing time exploring different
forms of poetry. We read poems
together, we listened to poets perform
their poems online, we performed our
favourite poems and some of us even
wrote our own poetry to celebrate the
day! Here is just one example of the
wonderful free verse poems from Year
3/4 all about volcanoes.

On Monday 11th October 2021, along
with thousands of other schools, offices
and community groups, Cedars took part
in #HelloYellow for World Mental
Health Day.
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World Multiplication Day
On the 1st October
we celebrated World
Multiplication Day.
Children across the
school
completed
activities related to
multiplication
and
division. Key Stage 2 took part in a Times
Tables Rock Stars battle and during the
three days that this competition ran
they answered 66,352 questions! We
were really impressed with the children’s
enthusiasm and were pleased to announce
the winners were Giraffes in Lower Key
Stage 2 and Dolphins in Upper Key Stage
2.
Thank you to Mr Marshall and Miss
Saddler for organising this.
Early Years
This half term, the Reception children
have enjoyed the topic based around
starting school, friendships, sharing,
being kind and helpful. The children have
settled in well and are developing an
awareness of routines and The Cedars’
Way.
The children are enjoying the story
based weekly activities planned through
the provision in class and outdoors, and
they were delighted to have their grownups attend the celebration of learning in
class this week.
The children enjoy learning a new phonic
sound daily and are excited to change
their reading books twice weekly. The
children thoroughly enjoy their PE
sessions and keeping fit, as well as the
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cooking activities, especially
their gingerbread biscuits.

making

In nursery, the children have enjoyed
learning about the topic ‘Why do you love
me so much?’ and building relationships
with each other. They are exploring the
classroom
areas
and
outdoor
environment, whatever the weather, as
well as learning to share, take turns and
building
their
communication
and
language skills through play. The children
are always so excited to complete the
cooking tasks each week, such as making
iced biscuits and their own bread.

the activities on offer. We have
particularly enjoyed Harvest Festival
because it gave us our first chance to
sing for a very long time, and the children
also performed to prospective parents
when they came on a tour of the school:
they did brilliantly and were a credit to
Cedars. Going on our trip to the war
memorial was also a highlight as the
children loved the opportunity to take
their learning into the community and see
a piece of local history. Each class also
worked together to earn their reward
for the half term; a treat that was much
enjoyed by all involved! We look forward
to continuing our learning next half term!

Lower Key Stage 2
We have had a busy half term in Year 3
and 4 learning all about natural disasters
and how they impact the lives of people
all around the world in our topic Tremors.
We enjoyed learning about the eruption
of Mount Vesuvius in Pompeii and used
this to inspire our writing. In art, we
learnt to use running stitch and cross
stitch to create volcano images.

The nursery children were happy to have
their grown-ups attend the celebration
of learning which was lovely to see.
Key Stage 1
Key Stage 1 have had a fantastic first
half term! The children new to the Key
Stage have settled really well and are
enjoying exploring their learning in many
different ways, getting used to the
routines and trying their best with all

“We want every child to be happy, caring and successful.”

4

Parents’ Evening

In science, we have enjoyed investigating
and comparing different soils to find out
their properties and what they are made
up of. We used funnels and filters to find
out if the soil samples were soakers or
drainers.
Upper Key Stage 2
We have had a very busy start to the
academic year in Year 5 & 6 with lots to
celebrate. The children have shown
great positivity and enthusiasm towards
their learning and have very much
enjoyed our topic of ‘A Child’s War’. The
quality of work produced and depth of
knowledge has really showcased what
super historians they all are. Our trip to
Bletchley Park was a great success with
the children getting an insight into what
life as a code-breaker would have been
like – not that they should discuss what
they discovered, as they all signed the
Official Secrets Act while they were
there! Finally, it was lovely to be able to
welcome so many parents and carers
back into school for this half term’s
Celebration of Learning, I’m sure you will
all agree that the children are working
incredibly hard and should be very proud
of their achievements this half term. We
would like to take this opportunity to
thank you all for your continued support
and wish you a safe and restful half term.

If you have not yet done so, please book
a Parents’ Evening appointment.



10th November 3:30pm-6:00pm
11th November 4:30pm-8:00pm

At Parents’ Evening your child’s class
teacher will provide you with an oral
summary of the following:
how your child has settled into
their new year and class
your child’s personal, social and
emotional development
how well your child is achieving in
Reading, Writing and Maths
how you can help your child
further at home
Virtual Celebration of Learning
It was just wonderful welcoming you all
back into school this week for
Celebration of Learning. It has been far
too long!
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Be safe!
The Cedars’ Way Award

Please can we ask that you take extra
care when dropping off and picking up
your child from Cedars Primary and
Nursery. Please DO NOT PARK on yellow
school areas marked to be kept clear for
everyone’s safety. Thank you in advance.
Celebration Assembly
Each week the Class Teacher chooses
children for a special award: ‘Certificate
of Achievement and Recognition’ and
‘The Cedars’ Way Award’.
Many
congratulations to the following children
for their special awards this half term:
Certificate of Achievement and
Recognition
Joshua, Rafael, Lexi, Jason, Ewan,
Jacob, Poppy, Lois, Hattie, William,
Kendall, Evie, Freddie, Erin, Addison,
Addie, Krystal, Lila, Zachary, Warith,
Chloe, Archie, Callum, Thomas, ChloeLeigh, Pixie, Edie, Oliver B, Oscar, Zak,
Felix, Oliver M, Marcelo, Grace, Chloe P,
Rose, Jacob, Suri, Georgia, Juli,
Gabriella, Jack, Max, Chloe, Kristina,
Phoebe, Rowan, Harry, Dakshana, Louie,
Liam, Henry, Sekinah, Phoebe, Kenzi,
Siyar, Lucie, Jack, Riley, Esme, Victoria,
Freya, Charlotte, Eloise, Isabella, Max,
Zachary, Ava, Harley, Ava, Phoebe,
Anna-Sofia, Isabelle and Darcey.

Ellie, Joseph, Olivia, Chloe, Isla,
Zachary, Lyla, Klaudia, Isaac, Andre,
Harrison, Kendall, Gregor, Riley,
Meadow, Evelyn, Letchan, William,
Bonnie, Maddie, Laycie, Emily, Tomas,
Amaya, Francesca, Sara, Harry, Cleo,
Gabriella, Archie J, Eddie S, Rose,
Phoebe, Grace, Cleo, Willow, Sydney,
Harvey, Ella, Teddy, Louis, Albert, Anna,
Harley, Rowan, Isla, Shanaya, Henry,
Jack, Casey, Tilly, Ruby, Milly, Calum,
Clark, Joseph, Evie, Evie, Gabriella, Ava,
Ted, Sylvie, Elizabeth, Lucie, Artie,
Caitlin, Holly, Isabella, Jude, Ellie,
Esmae, Phoebe, David, Evie, Ava, Theo
and Honey.
And finally … we do hope you all have an
enjoyable half term.
We look forward to welcoming you back
to Cedars Primary and Nursery on
Monday 1st November 2021.
Best wishes
Lisa Munday
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