
Phase 3                                                               Autumn Term 1   2024 
 

Welcome back to school! We hope you have all had a lovely summer.  

 

In Maths this half term both Years 5 & 6 will be focusing on place value, the four 

operations (+-x ÷), fractions and shape. Year 6 will also be converting units and revisiting 

position and direction.  

 

This half term our English lessons will be focused on spelling and grammar recapping 

nouns, verbs and simple clause sentences before moving onto coordinating conjunctions 

and compound subjects. We will also be polishing up our handwriting both in terms of size 

of letters and joins.  

 

In geography, we will be recapping our learning about longitude and latitude before 

finding out about biomes.  

 

In DT, Year 5 will be learning how to follow a simple bolognese recipe and adapting it to 

improve nutritional content. They will also apply their computing knowledge and 

understanding to program a micro:bit animal monitoring device. Year 6 will research 

existing playground equipment and their different forms. They will then design and 

develop a range of apparatus to meet a list of specified design criteria.  

 

In science, Year 5 will be exploing different types of mixtures and the different methods 

that can be used to separate them. They will dissolve a range of substances, identify 

different solutions and investigate how temperature affects the time taken to dissolve. 

They will also design and make a water filter, sieve soil and evaporate solutions. 

 

Year 6 will be broadening their knowledge of how vertebrates, invertebrates, plants and 

micro-organisms are grouped using shared characteristics. They will learn about systems 

for classifying and naming living things. They will also use and produce branching and 

number classification keys to sort and identify organisms. 

 

We will also be doing: 
• RE – considering what makes us human and what happens if we do wrong. 

• PE – improving our passing and shooting in basketball and increasing our fitness with an 

outdoor fitness unit. 

• PSHE – considering ‘who am I?’ and ‘how do I fit in?’. 

• Computing – beginning with online safety and then moving into coding. 

• Music – playing and composing music with loops, ostinatos and riffs. 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Core Texts  

The core texts we will be reading this half term are: The Arrival by Shaun Tan and Holes by 

Louis Sachar. 

 

Homework  

We will be setting homework this half term in line with the homework policy:  

• Maths and English homework is set every Thursday and is due in the following Tuesday. 

• Children are expected to read a minimum of five times per week and this is to be 

           recorded in their planners (Year 6) or reading records (Year 5). 

• Children should access TT Rock Stars for a minimum of 10 minutes daily. It is important 

that all children are able to recall their times table and division facts randomly and at 

speed.  

• Throughout the year, additional spelling, punctuation and grammar homework may also be 

            set to support the learning taking place at school.  

 

Important information 

Don’t forget, that every day the children need: a re-fillable water bottle, book bag to hold their 

reading record, spelling book and reading book and their lunch box (if they are not having school 

dinners).  
 

PE Days  

Please send your child to school wearing their PE kit (they do not need their school uniform to 

change back into). Long hair should be tied up and no jewellery should be worn – including earrings. 

Ears that have been recently pierced where earrings cannot be removed will need to be covered.  

As a reminder our PE kit is:  

• Plain black shorts 

• Royal blue polo shirt with or without school logo 

• Royal blue hoodie with or without school logo 

• Black tracksuit bottoms (colder weather) 

• Trainers (not plimsolls) 

 

We will have PE on the following days:  

Dolphins – Tuesday and Thursday  

Sharks - Monday and Thursday 

Stingrays – Tuesday and Wednesday 

 

The teachers in our phase are: 

Miss Claire Pollendine - Phase Leader, Dolphins Class teacher 

Miss Amber Parker-Routh - Sharks Class teacher 

Mrs Gemma Lockley – Stingrays Class teacher 

 

The adults supporting in our phase are: 

Miss Jo Holman HLTA 

Mrs Alison Cowing 

Mrs Claire Brown 

Mrs Lucy Donald 

 


